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Introduction 
This is the second 2-hour session, after participants have completed the home project and created a 

set of puppets. 

Objectives 
Participants will: 

 Present the puppets they have made. 

 Explore strategies for encouraging children as authors and storytellers. 

Materials 
Participants need: 

 Participant’s notes and worksheets, writing materials 

 Puppets prepared at home 

Timetable 
1. Theatrical storytelling (90 mins) (completed) 
2. Creating Puppets (30 mins) (completed) 

a. PROJECT – create a set of puppets (own time) (should be completed) 
3. Using Puppets in Storytelling (60 mins) 
4. Children as authors and storytellers (60 mins) 

Session 2a: Using Puppets in Storytelling 
Participants should come prepared with a set of puppets (of any type) designed with a particular 

story in mind. 

1. The purpose of puppets 

 For fun 

 As a prop 

 As a craft activity 

 Face the fear 

2. The Puppet Theatre 
Puppet theatres are over-rated. If required, a simple barrier can be erected – such as a desk lying on 

its side – for children to duck down behind when they are presenting with puppets. Just be aware of 

safety, the children’s voices may be muffled, it gets very crowded back there, it’s good for children 

to be visible. 

3. Puppet Abilities 
What can each of these puppet types do? 
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a. Finger puppets 
b. Stick puppets 
c. Glove puppets 
d. Sock Puppets, Folded Paper (mouth) Puppets 
e. Marionettes or String Puppets and Shadow Puppets 

 

Presentations of Prepared Puppets 

Each pair present their puppets – demonstrate the puppets but only a sample. 

Session 2b: Children as Authors and Storytellers 
Children are already creating stories in their heads.  

The problem arises with: 

 Language – having sufficient vocab and language structure to tell the story in an 

understandable form. 

 Thinking skills and problem-solving ability to logically sequence the story in telling it. 

 Limited writing skills to produce their story in written form. 

 Shyness/fear about speaking aloud in front of others. 

 Insufficient suitable practice time because of listeners (especially adults) getting bored with 

them and telling them to be quiet and/or to stop ‘lying’. 

Preparing Children to be Authors 

To encourage and assist children to overcome the above situations to become authors we can: 

 Read and tell lots of stories to them – yes, in English! 

 Encourage them to respond to stories in a variety of ways such as  

o Create art work related to the story – including creating puppets to show particular 

characters.  

o Dramatize all or part of the story 

o Join in with rhymes and chants in the story 

o Suggest variations or different endings to the story     

o Retell the story 

o Use puppets in the dramatization and/or telling of the story 

 Stimulate their imagination with ideas and suggestions. 

 Notice the worthwhile parts of stories they create. 

 Firstly teach them to be storytellers and avoid the difficulties involved in writing.  

 

Children as Storytellers 
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Some of the ideas for these activities were taken from “Storytelling!” (Codell, 2012), “Storytelling in 

the Early Years” (Mynard, 2005), “Teacher’s Guide: Teaching Storytelling” (Storytelling Arts of 

Indiana, 2012), and “Early Years Starter Pack” (Ferguson, 2007). These are all available on the 

Internet, and are listed in the Bibliography. (Go look them up!) 

1. Story Sequence 

Activity 

On your index cards, draw simple pictures (stick figures) to indicate the stages of your story. Lay 

them out in order like a “Story Map”. 

 Do not write words!  

 Do not write numbers! 

You should have about 6 pictures. If you have more than 10 then either your story is too long, or you 

are being too detailed about the stages of your story. 

 The first time you do this activity with the children, they could do it about a story they have 

already heard and know – so essentially this is a retell activity. 

NOW take your 6-10 cards in a stack and throw them up into the air! Gather them together, and see 

if you can rearrange them into the correct order. You can do this several times for practice. 

2. Character Map 

Activity  

 

 

 

 

 

Draw your own here: 
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3. Paired Storytelling 

Activity 

Sit down with your puppet-making partner, and tell your story together, to each other. 

4. Character Voices 

Activity – count to 10 

Working with your partner, take it in turns to try saying the numbers 1 to 10 in each of these 

different styles: 

1. As an angry parent – telling a child to obey right now. 

2. As a young child learning to count – maybe making mistakes and repeating and correcting. 

3. It’s your party and you have a disappointing number of presents, count them. 

4. You are the referee in a boxing match. One man is down, count him out. 

5. It is a bad phone connection and you are trying to give someone your phone number (which 

is 1234 5678 9 10) 

6. You are counting your coins that you have been saving up in your money-box. 

Can you think of any others - ? 

5. Circle Stories 

Activity – circle story 

Take it in turns to add the next part of the story around the circle. 

6. Faces 

Activity – Pass the Face 

Students sit in a circle. 

1. The teacher makes a face at the first student. The student copies the face, and turns to show 

it to everyone in the circle. 

2. The student then makes a different face at the second student. 

3. The second student then copies the expression and shows everyone. 

4. The second student then chooses a different facial expression to show to the third student. 

7. Actions and Gestures 

Activity – Catch It 

Students stand in a circle. 

The first student (or the teacher) looks as something imaginary in their hands - a spider; a cold, wet, 

slimy fish; a china teapot; a feather; a dinosaur; a balloon .... etc 

They call out another student’s name across the circle, and what it is that they are throwing and call 

“Catch it!” 
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8. Walk the Walk 

Activity - walking 

Students have turns at demonstrating walking in different ways: 

 walking home from school knowing there are tons of chores waiting 

 through heavy sand;  

 barefoot from a very sticky and squishy swamp; 

 through a blistering hot desert; 

 through a scary place at midnight; 

 with your right foot in a cast; 

 through honey. 

any other ideas? 

Storytelling Skills 

Voice Projection 
Children can enjoy and benefit from activities such as these ideas from the article “Storytelling!” 

(Codell, 2012): 

Teach children to get loud! Ask children to turn to their neighbour and say 'hi" or "hello" in the way 

that they normally do. Ask them to put their hands on their throats when they say it. Do they feel 

anything? Ask them to put their hands right over their rib cage and say "hello." Do they feel 

anything? 

Have children lie on the floor with a book on their diaphragm. The books will rise and fall slowly as 

they breathe. Tell them to feel the movements of their diaphragm.  

Have children keep their hand over the diaphragm and breathe in and out more markedly. Have 

children say "hi" when exhaling. Then let the children say "hi" like they did in the beginning. With 

hands on diaphragms and throats let them feel the difference. Tell them with storytelling breathing, 

you want to use that energy and strength used in exhaling to carry your words. Practice saying words 

and sentences while exhaling. Make sure you take deep breaths in between the exercise.  

This may seem like a goofy exercise, and will probably get a lot of giggles. But it is a very important 

first exercise, because it helps assure the children that they will be heard.  

 

Eye Contact 
Tell them they must try to make each listener feel as if the story is being told just for him or her, and 

eye contact helps the listeners feel that way.  

Can you invent a fun circle game involving ‘eye contact’? 
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Pauses 
When we are nervous it’s easy to be in a hurry to get through telling a story before we forget it. 

These are good opportunities to make good use of actions, props, facial gestures and special voices. 

Can you invent a fun circle game involving ‘pauses’? 

The Story Chair 
Some teachers like to have a chair in the classroom designated as the “story chair” – as soon as the 

teacher sits there the excitement and anticipation mounts and the children prepare to listen. 

Children telling stories can also be rewarded with the honour of sitting in the story chair. 
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